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7 June 1993

Sergeant P. Mericka, 21776
Box Hill Police Station

Dear Sergeant Mericka,

Our Media Director, Ms. Jane Munday, has brought to my attention
a report submitted by you of 5th June, 1993, regarding a matter
referred to you from Mr. Connellan of the Fitzroy Legal Service.

I commend you for the manner in which you have handled this
matter, effectively resolving a potential complaint against police
in a most satisfactory manner. If all supervisors in the Force
acted in a similarly responsible manner, then we would have to
spend a great deal less time in defending our position against
what is often factually flawed criticism.

Keep up the good work!

Yours sincerely,

4 e (/"
stézﬁ-’s_ LT IIFITN

Neil Comrie,

Chief Commissioner.
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§ File D957 93
| Internal Investigations Department
) MEMO
From: Assistant Commissioner, Internal Investigations
To: Assistant Commissioner (Operations)
Date: 8 June 1993
SUBJECT: Complaint through Alphaline - good work by Box Hill Members

The complaint from Greg Connellan was handled in a most professional
manner. This was particularly so in view of the Legal Centres public condemnation of

the Force which many members might have used to justify an insulting or less than
satisfactory response.

While it is a less than satisfactory fact that people can jump to erroneous
conclusions about police activities, the real facts and feedback to all involved have
occurred shortly after the incident and obviously to good effect.

Please pass on my congratulations to Sergeant Mericka and all others involved.
The Media Director brought the incident to my notice.
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Officer in Charge | Box Hill Police Station
Box Hill ) 5 June, 1993

Comptaint re’ Vloler&;re Used By Poiice During Arrest of Cffender

Tha Compiaint

i At 184C hours | ¢
heligye is & founding me
manning the “Alnhaling” citi

sived a telephons call from Mr. Greg CONNELLAN (who I
mer of the Fitzroy Legal Service) who stated that he was
ens’ advice (glephone line, wishing to report an incidant.

s 55 tir. CONMELLAN ¢
nim and repcrted that he K
Roads arresiing @ young
men's legs and hands, the
the caller had alsc report
dziicerately remmed his fa

ted that a concemed member of the cublic had telephonsd
d just seen police at he intersection of Winfisid and Belmora
an for no apparent reason oy placing handcuffs around the
 bundling him into the tack of a divisicnal van. He statad that
d that one of the noiice had grabbed the rnan's head_and

intc the pavement before throwing him into the van. o

i br. CONNELLAN s
i-1.0D., -but that the cailer we
incidents said tc have be
recent regcrt on police v
reluctant to make formal s
that as supervising sergea

ted that h2 nad suggasted that the caller report the incident to
reluctant to do sa. (I must say that this is very similar to the
collated by members of the Fizroy Lagal Service for iheir
lance - anecdotal raterial cofiected from people who are
mplaints).  in any case, Mr CONNELLAN wanted 10 ensure
3 | was awara of what my men:were allsged to nave dons.

4. | have no doubt that this incident wouid have found s way into scme report on
paiice.violencs had it not baen for the explanation given o Mr. CONN ELLAN.

The- Clrmumstances:

T

5. At 1535 hours Mr. | a Salvation Army chaplain, attended at the
watch-house of the Box Hilg Pclice Station, accompaniad by Mr. Mr:
was sufieridh from a savergly blackened rignt eve and a laceration fo the
ugper- right cheek. He sgted that his nephew, Mr. - B4 WWoGeHoUSy

_ Box Hill North had artier bean certified by Dr. W = was to be transported 10
Larundel Psychiatric Cantig. Mr. stated that he had come dirgctly-to
pofice, without contacting he ambulance service because Mr. was extremsly
viclent.  Apparently Mr. had attended 0 Mr. in his capacity as
Saivation Amny chaplain. had attacked Mr. by Kkicking anc
punching him, and at one ; the attack had atiempted to strike him to the head

f.
ftage during




8. Al 1620 hours paol

« 14, ! remained with fa

SR -<ing held against i
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with a large tape dispsnsdr.  Mr. wamed police that Mr. S was
extremely violent, and did ript seem to feel pain.  In fact, Mr. - hacl eariier sufigred
a severe cut to nis hand adia result of having punched it through the wincow of a car, but
stated that it did not hurt hish as he is a Christian.

6. . (R, M.

been trained in kick-boxing.g

Srotherin-law also wamed police that Mr. (Ihad

7. Arrangements ware gnade 10 have an ambulance atiend at the scene with police in
orcler to cordirm that Mr. had to be transported by police.

attendaed =t (Y. ©ox Hil. Constables
Lincoin GRIGGE and MarkIRHOOK arived In the divisional van, while | aftended in a
marked sedan., On arriva at the scene we were [nformed that Mr. W had leit the
house approximately 5 minates before police amived. A photograpn was provided by Mr.
1 assist police Wwith thelr inquires.

e

8. A searcn was condicied of the area by the Constables in the divisionai van, and
myseilf and Mr. f the sedan.  After searching the vicinity without success beth
vehicles retumed to Sirest. It was suggested by one of the cccupants ot
the house that Mr. [P fray welk to a dug dealers address in NN <ov. it
was suggested that Mr. may walk to the address via [N Road.

‘?%,iiy members for a short time while Constablss GRIGG and
AMOCK left for Kew. i
11. At aporoximately 1§10 houre | leit (NP cadicg towards Kew,
wien | heard Constatle GRIGE on the police radiu siating that Mr. (Il had been
found and was being trans;%mad dirsct to Larundal.

12.  Accerding © Ccns;&!as GRIGG and RHOOK, Mr. (I vas seen walking wast
along Belmore Road, Ncr@ Box HMill. The divisional van continued past Mr. TONES.
exacuiad a "U" turn &t the gounc}abc}ut at Belmore and Union Reads, then drove ug 10 M.
AW ond asked himeabaut his bandaged hand.  This was 10 avoid staitling Mr.
and to give-police an opociunity to get close to him. Before police could alight from the
van Mr. [ r2» off eas? along Belmore Road, in Winfield Road.
13. Potice drove to thd comer of Belmore and Wintield Aeads and stopped. Mr.
saw the polics, ahd approached the divisional van drivers dcor. Constable
RHCOK asked Mr. it he couid get out of ths divisional van and examine Mr.
hang.,  Mr. stood back from the divisional van and began to unwrap the
bandage around his left hénd.  Constable RHOOK alighted from the divisional van and
anproached Mr. (N,

14.  While Mr. il Zes preoccupied with his bancage, Constable RHOOK grabbed
nim front-on in a bear-huggpinning Mr. amms to prevent him from struggling.  Mr.
began to struggled violently, screaming that he did nct want 10 e locked up.
Constasle RHOOK staggefed with Mr. (EEtcweard the divisional van. resulting in Mr.
e divisional van with his hands hetd in front of him.

(6N

15.  At-this peint Constgble GRIGG managed io place a handcuff on Mr. - right
hand. Constable GRIGG httempted to nlace the othar handcutf on vr. left hand,
but because ¢f the largs 3nd bulky bandage exisnding over the wrist, together with M;
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/ S incassent strugglind), it was approximately 80 to 40 seconds befors the leit hand

could be resirainad.

1. When Mr. (N
with the two constables ea
of the divisionai van Mr.
backwards, causing police &
police from getling him intoj

ds were sscured he wag led to the rear of the divisional van,
holding ane of Mr. Il zrms. As they reached the rear
placed his foot against the rear ¢t the van and pushed
stumble backwards, He continued to use his feet to prevent
& van.

17. At this point, becausg Mr. was using his test to good efiect, he was brought
to the ground. Mr. lashed cut with his feet, atternpting to kick police. At this
stage Mr. was g on his side on the roadway. Constable GRIGGE was

estraining Mr. (I Wit his left foreamn placed acrass Mr. Widen’neak ares
a. d his right hand graspingMr. (IR right arm. At this stage Mr. was thrashing

his legs wiicly, and attemptfng to bite Constatile GRIGG.

18,  MBecause of these croumstances, and heeding the waming of Mr. D that
Mr. was sxperienced in kick-boxing, Constable RHOOK who at this _stage was
attzmpting to restrain Mr. iegs placed handcuffs around MR. (N arkies.
Even wien the handeufis Were placed around his ankles Mr. (Il continued to struggle
wmenﬂv i

13 ~During the struggle 3vir. (Il would cccasionally stop struggling aitogether, and
~ talk calmly o police for a tdw seconds at a time.  He would then scream and thrash about
wildly again.

ed Mr. was placed in thz divisional van. Even as he
van NMAR. managed to bite Constable RHCOK cn the

20.. Having heen restra:
was being piacad into the
right -bicep.

van crew shortly pefore Mr. CONNELLAN's telephene call- |
| axplanation as to what had happened and the surroun Ing
ned Mr. CONNELLAN that |.could attempt arrange to have Mr.
o describe Mr. I viclent behaviour.

21 As | had spoken t
was able 10 give him a fu
circumstances. | then inf

A =iy contact aimi
honed Mr. wn Mr. (Y - d told him of
Mr.

my- conversalion with Mr. $ONELLAN. (8nr.) stated that he would be more
than happy 10 explain thejcircumstances to Mr. CONNELLAN i Mr. Y coui
nct be located to do so. r. BN (Snr) elso gave the telephone numbsr of the doctor
wiho was iraat.‘ng his son a} Larundel

22. A 1848 nours | el

at Larundel and asked him about

2&. At ;848 hours t e phoned Dr.
wr. (N ohysical congtion. | told Dr. of the allegations and asked him
sbout any injuries sustam% by MR. ,..artic..ﬂarly in ratation to Mr. (I face-
Or. [ -t2!=d to meghat there "zere no injurizs to Mr. (Il face. and that the only
injuries: t.e could find, apdt to the lacerations to his hand, were S!:ghx abrasions to Mr.
B iists which zppekred to have been caused by handcuils.

honed Mr. CONNELLAN and informed him of the camments aof
him the name and teleshone numoer of Dr. (Y  Mr.

it
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a{)NNELLAN stated that e had spoken to the person who had phoned "Alphaline” and

At thio poroers wew eswieil ~vithy tuow o &

25. At'2230 hiours Mr. I telepnoned me and, after | had spoken with

him, telephoned Mr. CONNELLAN. At 2240 Mr. b-again teleohoned me and
stated that Mr. CONNELLEN had told him that no complaint would be laid.as both Mir.
CONMELLAN and the anorfymous compiainant were satisfied with the explanations given.

Conclusion
26. It is very rare that $olice are in a position to placate those who are so ready to
criticise us. Even when it§s possible, time and other constraints prevent it. In any case,
thase who criticise are oftetf more interested in the negative than the positive aspects.

27. On this occasion, i
Although police are not
because:

ent to a great deal of treuble to satisfy Mr. CONNELLAN.
Siswerable-to such people | saw this as a good opporiunity

(a) | know who BMr. CONNELLAN is, the work he does and the way in which
such data Is gnanipulated by certain mambers of our community;

1 e

Sortunate position of being able to answer the allegations then

and there without having to hang up and tind out the circumstances;

0 1 was in the}

(c) It was cleari# a matter of potentially desiructive misinformation in terms of
what was rhissed to Mr. CONNELLAN by the “concemed citizen" who
phoned him.§

28. ¢ is easy to see hdw a complaint which cculd have been made directly to police
can. bethe subject of disto@fion when, instead, it is given to an intermediary. In this case
the distortion takes the ford of an embellishment (the ramming of a young man’s face into
the pavement) and an omi§sion (the fact that the rnan was a mental patient with a history
of violence and proficiency n kick-boxing).

29, Perhaps the next tihe a police member is interviewed or questioned in ralation io
anunyinous reports of aileded police violenca this incident couid be used as an exampte ¢f
the way in which uninformdd and anonymous observers, and those who listen to them can
get it wrong. -

30.  For transmission to fhe Media Director's Offcs.

P. MERICKA
Sergeant' 21776




